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More Political Indicments 
by Bobby Clark 


Efforts to suppress domestic dissent continue, as evi- 
denced by the indictments lodged in May against mem- 
bers of the Armed Resistance Unit, also alledged to use 
the names “Revolutionary Fighting Group” and “Red 
Guerilla Resistance.” This unit is composed of North 
American Revolutionaries, and its history includes 
practice in furtherance of worthy causes of proletarian 
internationalism. Over the years, its members have 
been arrested for numerous engagements in coopera- 
tion with the New African independence movement, as 
well as on exposives and weapons charges. 


The people charged are: Marilyn Buck; Tim Blunk; 
Susan Rosenberg; Dr. Alan Berkman; Laura White- 
horn; Linda Sue Evans; Elizabeth Ann Duke. The in- 
dictments alledge that they were involved in several 
bombings in the Washington, D.C. and New York City 
areas between 1983 and 1985. The Washington targets 
cited were: U.S. Senate Chambers; U.S. Capitol Build- 
ing; some military installation. The New York City 
targets were: Israeli Aircraft Industries building; FBI 
office on Staten Island; South African Consulate; Pat- 
rolmen’s Benevolent Association. 


There was no explanation of the timing of these 
federal grand jury indictments. All of those indicted 
have long since been incarcerated with lengthy senten- 
ces for other revolutionary acts — with one exception; 
Comrade Duke is still being sought. The rest are awai- 
ting trial within the infamous District of Columbia jail. 
The most obvious explanation is that this is a show trial, 
intended to criminalize political activity and to intimi- 
date others who may be contemplating taking up or sup- 
porting clandestine struggle. It is also undoubtedly an 
effort to legitimize grandjury repression, and to sow 
fear and distrust among those who would express their 
dissent from the crimes of U.S. imperialism.co 


Toronto in June 


This issue of the Marionette/Prison News 
Service has been delayed due to some of the most 
exciting political events to take place in Toronto ina 
long time. 


From June 17-19, the leaders of the seven major 
industrial Western powers met in Toronto for their 
annual economic Summit. It gave the state a chance 
to really flex its repressive muscle as the place was 
crawling with cops for months before hand. Even 
some of the American and German officials thought 
that things were taken to an extreme in order to ensure 
that none of the leaders got what they deserve. 


Events such as the Summit and the Olympics, etc, 
allow the state to do dry runs for major disturbances. 
Fancy equipment is bought, para military training is 
given to regular cops, plans are drawn up on how to 
close down the city, citizens are tested to see how far 
they will let the state go in bringing out the forces of 
reaction, extensive files are drawn up on people and 
co-ordination is practiced between the different lev- 
els of government, police, military and security serv- 
ices from other countries. 


Yet the potential for repression was not the story from 
our pointof view. Rather it was that thousands of peo- 
ple withstood intensive intimidation to march in pro- 
test on Sunday the nineteenth. For weeks, the media 
had ranted on about the “potential” confrontation that 
would occur if the march went ahead as planned. The 
major attraction was to be the serving of citizen’s ar- 
rest warrants for the war crimes. These peoples’ con- 
victions had been given out at a War Crimes Tribunal 
held a week earlier in which over 150 witnesses from 
around the world testified as to the atrocities against 
the environment and against the people that these 
seven were responsible for as leaders of their respec- 
tive countries. 


continued incentre 


Meese Machinations 


The law and order administration of Rambo Reagan 
has as its top law enforcement agent the Sultan of Sleaze 
himself, Meese the Fleece. This is the henchman of hy- 
pocrisy who describes USP Marion prisoners as “cancer 
cells,” believes in draconian repression as the answer to 
all sorts of street crime, and has said “You don’t have 
many suspects who are innocent of acrime. That’s con- 
tradictory. Ifa person is innocentof crime, then he is not 
asuspect.” Having been the subject of investigations by 
three special prosecutors and deemed not trustworthy 
enough to be informed of the investigation of the latest 
fraud and bribery scandal in Pentago procurement appa- 
rently doesn’t qualify as suspicious. Nor do his 79 me- 
mory lapses at his confirmation hearings or his whop- 
ping 340 such lapses in a private deposition before the 
Iran-Contra investigators make him suspect of even 
incompetence. 


Meese the police, however, swine of the trough 
though he may be, is not nearly the extent of which the 
Ronbo Right’s crime and prisoner bashing is exposed as 
blatant hypocrisy. He is only the head of the zit. Accor- 
ding to the Washington Post, more than 110 senior 
officials have been accused of unethical or illegal con- 
duct since Rambo took office, not counting those invol- 
ved in the Iran-Contra and Wedtech scandals. Accor- 
ding to Playboy, the number of federal officials gener- 
ally who were indicted in 1975 was 53, with a convic- 
tion rate of 43. By 1985, the figures had risen to 563 and 
470, a more than 1000% increase. 


These malefactors are not people who sold a baggie 
of weed or took a few hundred bucks from a bank teller. 
In most cases, they are middle and upper class leeches 
who sought the public trust with the intention of sucking 
on it. They, like Meese who claims he’s done nothing 
improper, don’t look on it as abuse. They apparently 
feel that malfeasance is one of the class perks due to 
them as “people of worth” responsible for running 
things. Former Ronbo aid Lyn Nofsiger likened his fel- 
ony influence peddling conviction to “running a stop 
sign. ” In order to line their own and their class breth- 
ren’s pockets, they not only pick the pocket of the tax- 
payer. As well, they take food out of the mouths of 
welfare mothers and their babies, procure substandard 
hardware for military people that is more likely to maim 
friend than foe, and resist progressive change and its 
smaller profit potential. 


The handling of these and related crimes further re- 
veals the class bias of Ronbo and Company and their 
masters. Proletarian law breakers whose transgressions 
are fare less damaging (albeit often more sensational- 
ized) are said to have too many rights like bail and pro- 
tection from unreasonable searches and get the stick — 
like Marion. Rights of bourgeois criminals are accor- 
ded much greater sensitivity, so that even mention that 
they might be suspect violates them and constitutes 
punishment. And, in the rare instances that they get 
time, it is at places like the Florida “prison” without 
fences, and with a golf course. 


These illustrations of the double standard of the 
Ronbo administration and its beneficiaries (wherein the 
occurrence of “defense” fraud and bribery is under- 
standable, but crimes of poverty, desperation and hope- 
lessness are only evidence of depravity) only use the 
most obvious violations of their own laws. But there are 
more and worse crimes in their class record that too 
frequently go disguised and unnoticed. A few exam- 
ples: since 1979, the ranks of the poor have grown by 
6,300,000. In the first five years of Ronboism, real GNP 
growth was less than in the previous five. 60% of new 
jobs created during those first five years paid less than 
$7,000/year. The estimated number of homeless people 
has grown to three million. In 1981-85, housing assis- 
tance, Aid to Families with Dependent Children, child 
nutrition, and food stamps were all cut. Yet beween ’81 
and ’86 the percentage of national income (income after 
taxes and depreciation) going to the upper 20% of the 
population increased. It decreased for everyone else! 


Law and order types like to bash crime and prisoners 
publicly. Prisoners generally do not have even the mea- 
ger power of the support of a few friends or a poor com- 
munity, and so can’t fight back. They are also a visible 
scapegoat to divert people’s attention from the real but 
skillfully hidden super-bashing they are getting from 
the ruling class and its allies and agents. In 1978-9, 
about $268,000,000 was taken in all the robberies in the 
country. The cuts in child nutrition alone between ’81 
and ’85 amount to approximatrely four times that am- 
ount per year. And the income increase for the richest 
20% amounted to, very roughly, 40 billion. Where did 
that come from? Did itcome from the $6.3 million? The 
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Court Capers 


Some recent court rulings provide an illustration of 
how Ronbo Reagan’s appointment of almost half of all 
sitting federal judges is rolling back the corrections 
clock. Thisrollback can only be expected to accelerated 
as Ronbo’s Robed Rangers of Reaction become more 
settled in their power and acquire a democratic admini- 
Stration to shoot at. Lest anyone construe this judicial 
social regression as fighting crime by “getting tough,” 
he or she need only peruse the statistics for crimes, 
recidivism and prison populatrions. All have risen 
during toe Ronbo tenure. 


On 4/MAY/88, a federal appeals court in Cincin- 
natti, OH, ruled that prison authorities may cut prison- 
ers’ hair for security and sanitation, even if the prisoner 
objects on religious (or any other) grounds. That this is 
nothing more than a license for gratuitous repression 
should be readily apparent. Since the 70s, when most 
prisoners were allowed to grow their hair and beards, no 
significant problems have resulted from that alone. If 
long hair is all it takes to allow a prisoner to escape, than 
perhapsthe officials responsible for security should be 
eliminated and not the hair. And anyone familiar with 
the American gulag know that the swine have plenty of 
stuff to insure sanitation that they are not shy about 
using. 


In another case, the Supreme Court ruled on 16/May 
that police don’t need a search warrant to obtain evi- 
dence from garbage set out for collection, saying: 
“Police couldn’t be expected to ignore evidence that 
was readily accessible to the public.” But what is read- 
ily accessible? Ina yard? An open garage? Behind an 
easily jimmied door or breakable window? Is anything 
in a plastic or paper bag or large, cylindrical container 
fair game? And one had better beware of taking the gar- 
bage out at the lastt minute, lest one become a suspect. 
After many incremental encroachments, the right to be 


Meese continued from page 2 


three million homeless? The dinner tables of families 
with dependent children needing aid? 


But Meese and Reagan and all the rest are honour- 
able representatives and servants of their class. And 
their class has made the laws so that none of the worst 
crimes are illegal — or even the subject of much atten- 
tion.ce 


eres 


i 


free from unreasonable searches and seizures in one’s 
vehicle was effectively repealed. It looks like the nat- 
ional security state is now creeping up on the house. 


In yet another case, the Supreme Court dodged the 
issue of whether juveniles should be killed by the state. 
In a ruling in an Oklahoma case, it said that states may 
execute juveniles if their death penalty statutes specify 
aminimum age. The Oklahoma statute did not. Four of 
the nine judges thought 16 should be the minimum age 
for victims of official murder, but these “liberals” were 
not a majority. The court leaves the U.S. ALONE in the 
world as a judicial killer of children. Even the racist, ter- 
rorist state of South Africa does not do this. The ruling 
illustrates the repression orientation of the reactionary 
faction dominantin U.S. politics. If juveniles are suffic- 
iently responsible to be killed for their actions, whey are 
they not responsible enough to vote, drink or obtain 
many kinds of jobs, loans, assistance? 


Why else could the swine want the authority granted 


3 by such cases except as a tool of class control?co 


Prisons or Social Solutions 


by Kojo Samani Sababu 


The position that longer and stricter prison sentences are making a dent in 
the crime rate is as sad as it is ridiculous. This and other repressive approaches 
have been tried for more than 100 years without success. 


It should be clear by now that longer prison sentences only accomplish the 
building of more prison cells each year, while the crime rate continues to climb 
steadily. Nevertheless, any time lawmakers become frustrated with their 
inability to curb crime, they attempt to cram “get tough” policies down the 
throat of society as if they were something new. Unfortunately, such simplistic 
rhetoric hassome deceptive appeal. 


The only real hope of reducing crime is to recognize it as the result of social 
problems that it is, and to start dealing with it from an entirely different direc- 
tion. Looking at case histories of prisoners reveals that society is dealing with 
increasing numbers of socially maladjusted people. The majority of prisoners 
are either alcoholics or addicted to drugs of some kind. Others are the victims 
of inability to cope with the consequences of poverty and dislocation of a 
rapidly changing society. This isn’t at all an indication of people consciously 
choosing crime as a way of life; it’s an indication of people having difficulties 
dealing with life. Will longer and more repressive prison sentences alter the 
way these people conduct themselves in the future when they again come under 
the same stresses, and the influence of drugs and alcohol, in orderto deal with 
their social disabilities? 


There is the possibility oftaking the “throw away the key” approach literally, 
and never releasing a person from prison once he/she has been convicted of 
having committed a crime. But this approach would be financially impossible, 
considering the number of prisons that would have to be built each year to keep 
up with the incoming flow of prisoners. Nor would it address the causes of 
crime. Nor would it be desirable or just in a supposedly free society. 


Longer prison sentences might limit somewhat the number of times a 
prisoner will be released and returned to prison, and thus the time available to 
commit crimes. Evidence suggests, however, that any decrease thus obtained 
would be more than offset by increased recidivism and more serious crime, as 
repression aggravates the causes of crime. This approach, too, would be incom- 
patible with a free society predicated on social justice. And it would not warrant 
the financial burden with which it would saddle society. 


If proper studies were conducted, it would be found that long sentences and 
prisons create more social problems than they solve. Chimpanzees kept in 
isolted and semi-isolated conditions become anti-social and very violent. In 
fact, upon dissecting the brains of these chimpanzees, actual brain damage was 
found as a result of their having been kept in isolated conditions. Are we to 
assume that such conditions are less damaging to humans than they are too 
chimpanzees? Yet the use of isolation is a very common practise, and is 
becoming increasingly common in our prisons today. 
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Political Convictions 


On 11/MAY/88, revolutionaries Mutulu Shakur and Marilyn Buck were convicted 
in New York City of a total of eight federal charges. Included in the eight were alle- 
gations of murder, racketeering, conspiracy and armed robbery, some of which stemmed 
from the 1981 expropriation of a Brinks truck and the 1979 escape of Assata Shakur from 
a New Jersey state prison. Sentencing is set for 28/JUL/88. The conviction will be 
appealed because the U.S. courts, while lacking legitimacy in the matter, do have the 
power to ameliorate the oppression of these political prisoners. 


Mutulu and Marilyn initially made the argument thatthecourt did not have jurisdic- 
tion to try freedom fighters for actions that were not crimes, whether or not they were 
illegal. The court rejected their argument, denied their political status, and forced the 
trial to proceed. The only hard evidence — if it could be called that — against the pair 
turned out to be the testimony of informer Tyrone Rison. The jury went for it, despite 
hearing him contradict himself repeatedly and him being a notoriously slimey person 
who had sold a story to the government for a lot of money and a light sentence. It was 
an illustration that the jury process is so circumscribed and controlled by the court system 
that it no longer serves the function of a public check on the apparatus of repression.co 


Toronto continued from page 1 


About 4000-5000 people attended a rally held in the early afternoon. To everyone’s sur- 
prise, about 3,000 of these people participated in the march that followed the rally. This 
in spite of the above mentioned press rants, the police preceding the march announcing 
its illegality, the presence of 3 military helicopters overhead, and the hundreds of cops 
that were situated behind barricades just a few blocks away. What was really empow- 
ering was that many of the marchers went in spite of their fear. 


After many people were arrested in a planned and ritualized act of Civil Disobedience 
— trying to serve the arrest warrants — thousands of people were still milling about. It 
wasn’t long before the flags of the seven countries were torched, then caricatures of the 
seven leaders were added to the flames, then, ina fitof creativity, USA Today boxes were 
dragged over and thrown on, copies of the local rightwing tabloid and even some money. 
This act of defiance — broadcast around the world by the international media — was 
supported by the wide range of politicos that were there. The Toronto left transformed 
itself that day as we discovered some of our power to resist their bullshit. 


Bulldozer was also involved in organizing an Anarchist Survival Gathering, held on July 
1st to 4th. This event, attended by over 1,000 people from all over North America and 
including some international visitors was again a transforming event for North American 
anarchists. Once again, the state showed its repressive colours. The rightwing media had 
been ranting about the anarchists coming to town for a month, initially to saying that 
Nazi Skinheads were coming. 


Five Americans were picked up on real bogus immigration charges, one of the orgain- 
izers was charged with Jaywalking. For three days the police tried to provoke an incident 
with their numbers and antagonistic actions. For three days they were ignored. A planned 
march around the city was tumed into a protest against the downing of the Iranian Jet- 
liner. People left the American consulate, heading towards the main shopping catheda- 
ral. The police went into a frenzy, clubbing people, grabbing others, using violence to 
a degree that surprised many of the Americans. But the police took a few blows 
themselves. And many lessons were learned on how to conduct a running demonstration. 
A total of 28 people were arrested. No serious injuries were reported although too many 
people did get hurt and arrested to claim victoryce. 
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Marion Malignancy Falters AtThe Border 


On 12/FEB 1988, reporter David Wheeler of the Bri- 
tish Broadcasting Corporation program “Issues and 
Answers” conducted interviews at USP Marion for a re- 
port on the prison. Interest in the issue is substantial in 
Britain due to debate there over the concentration of high 
security prisoners versus their dispersal throughout the 
system. The report was entitled “Lock Down,” and even- 
tually aired on 7/APR 1988. A transscript there of finally 
filtered into these depths of the American Gulag Arch- 
ipelego this month. 


“Lock Down” was a clear condemnation of the re- 
pression of USP Marion, though that conclusion was not 
specifically drawn editorially. Instead, the information 
elicited from those interviewed was allowed to speak for 
itself, and its interplay was condemnatory. Prison offi- 
cials repeated the same old, worn-out, contradictory and 
false claims about Marion prison, seemingly in adher- 
ence to some Orwellian notion that endless repetitions 
will make them believed. Prisoners and an attorney for 
them were more credible, even though subjected toa tou- 
gher standard by the interviewer. The report also provi- 
ded yet more evidence that corrections authorities do not 
support the Marion non-program, with the comments of 
a high official of the British prison system. 


Marion warden Henman admitted that there is a de- 
liberate psychological component to the lockdown regi- 
men by stating that it intentionally deprives prisoners of 
all their decision making. The staff psychologist later 
said that that was one of the sources of the problems he 
finds among prisoners. But psychological injury to pri- 
soners is something the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) has 
long been willing to accept. In addition to repeating the 
discredited disinformation that Marion prisoners are all 
extreme and irrevocable nasties, Henman repeated the 
also discredited contention that the lockdown was in res- 
ponse to some killings in 1983. He did not address the 
evidence to the contrary, including the documents un- 


covered by ABC’s 20/20. In a rare acknowledgement of 
the Marion function of suppressing dissent, he did, how- 
ever, make the new admission that “a real serious work 
stoppage” was a factor in imposing the lockdown. Ano- 
ther indication of the inconsistency of BOP propaganda 
was Henman’s flip-flop from claiming that the threat of 
Marion is necessary to induce order at other prisons to 
asserting that Marion is not set up as a deterrent. 


Clief psychologist Dr. Richard Urbanik also assassi- 
nated administrative credibility. He claimed that Marion 
prisoners cannot be treated or changed. They are so anti- 
social, says he, that only time can wear them down. 
Since he also feels that Marion is a success, the 31 
months alleged to be the average stay must be sufficient 
to wreak substantial change. That means Marion prison- 
ers can be reached. So does Urbanik’s description of the 
prisoner problems he claims to encounter — those stem- 
ming from isolation, being locked down, having no 
control. But he also inexplicably said that the lockdown 
doesn’t play much part in those problems. Urbanik’s 
stated psycho-theory additionally alleges that being anti- 
social requires psychological energy of which age will 
deprive prisoners, thus stabilizing their behaviour. He 
ignored the questions of why people would want to act- 
ively pursue such a path, and why they couldn’t be indu- 
ced to change it voluntarity if it were so. Nor did he ad- 
dress the impact of the repression on Marioin prisoners 
who are not the uncontrollale predators he depicts, ex- 
cept by denying their existence. 


Aside from his arcane psychological theories, Ur- 
banik also reiterated the “nasty fiends” justification for 
Marion, and insisted that it is not punishment (contra- 
dicting a public statement by former BOP director Carl- 
son and reality.) He also tried to justify it by asserting 
that Marion prisoners have had long experience with in- 
carceration, and that because they had likely experienced 
worse conditions at some time in their pasts Marion was 


not so bad. 


On the other side of the equation Donna Kolb, a local 
attorney, exploded the myth of the Marion population 
being composed entirely of “the worst of the worst,” 
citing the BOP’s own documents, among other things. 
She also described some of the brutality thart was, and 
is still, carried out, indicating the needless and excessive 
character of much of it. 


Prisoners, too, made a more credible showing. 
Randy Gometz described how constant harrassment 
and unnecessary repression can result in sometimes ex- 
treme and violent misbehaviour. The elements were 
simple and straightforward, and not in controversy as 
are many administrative assertions. Their psychologi- 
cal and physical ramifications were readily understand- 
able. Ronnie Bruscino, lead plaintiff in the anti-lock- 
down legislation, described some of the brutality im- 
mediately following the lockdown, and the character of 
present existence under the lockdown regimen. His an- 
alysis of staff actions indicated how much of the arbi- 
trary restriction is not justified by any real security con- 
cerns. Ronnie raised the good point of how prisoners 
transferred out could suddenly lose their “worst of the 
worst” status. Indeed, how could it even more suddenly 
apply to a prisoner at another prison upon accusation of 
a minor infraction — or even without accusation? Also 
included in the report was some of my information and 
analysis on the real motivation of the Marion lockdown, 
and how seemingly insignificant oppressions can be 
multiplied by myriad kinds and constant repetition to 
create a debilitating and dangerous load of stress that 
might burst out here or be carried into another commun- 
ity. All the prisoner commentary overlapped, and was 
complimentary. 


Ian Dunbar, Regional Director of Prisons for South- 
west England, seemed caught ina bind. From his rendi- 
tion of what he saw shortly after the lockdown was im- 
posed, he was repelled. But he obviusly did not want to 
criticize fellow prison officials, an inclination probably 
enhanced by the closeness of the Reagan and Thatcher 
administrations. He merely repeated a few BOP asser- 
tions, and went on to draw and magnify distinctions 
between the U.S. and British systems. Thatallowed him 
to reject tactfully the “concentration model” as inflex- 
ible, too costly monetarily and otherwise, and incapable 
of achieving its alleged goals. He did say that he doesn’t 
have evidence from his experience administering pris- 


Marion Warden Henman Encounters 
Some Truth 


ons that there are as many incorrigibles as are claimed to 
be at Marion. Having studied the psychological effects 
of lockdown, he also concluded that deprivation of the 
opportunity for prisoners to mix, to have social interac- 
tion, would make them worse. 


Though reporter Wheeler did not himself condemn 
the Marion lockdown, for those willing to invest the 
thought the content of “Lock Down” made condemna- 
tion the obvious conclusion. Self-interested prisoncrats 
with ego stakes in failed policies to which they have 
committed themselves tried to legitimize their actions 
with inflated rhetoric and deceit. Prisoners made a con- 
vincing case for their position, notwithstanding their in- 
terest in limiting their oppression—an interest they inci- 
dentally have in common with the public. They were 
supported by an experienced prisoncrat who, despite 
being uncomfortably caught between reality and loyalty, 
could not bring himself to tow too closely such acrooked 
party line. “Lock Down” should thus help repel the ex- 
port of Marion madness.oo 


Heat 


The U.S. Midwest, as well as other parts of North America, 
are in the grip of a drought so severe that it rivals those of the 
1930s that precipitated the dust bowl era. Coupled with that 
drought has been an almost unprecedented heat wave. Tem- 
peratures have tapped 100 degrees for as many as five con- 
secutive days. Surpassing the century mark has been a regular 
occurrence in the region for some time, with many new re- 
cords being set. Low water levels in major waterways like the 
Mississippi River have forced economically important barge 
traffic to a virtual standstill. The Tennessee Valley Authority 
is on the brink of having to stop producing hydroelectric 
power while power demands soar. People, livestock and 
crops are dying from the heat. 


In the midst of this swelterinbg summer squats the U.S. 
Penitentiary at Marion, Illinois, where prisoners are forced to 


Marionnotes 


SUN WORSHIPPERS: On 28/JUN, newly elevated Lt. 
Tracy Johns claimed responsibility for yet another senseless 
tule, though evidence indicates that he lied. The rule is that 
prisoners, no matter how light their complexion, may not take 
sunscreen to the two-hour weekly recreation period on the 
shadeless yard. According to Johns, the rule is for security and 
the reasons don’t matter. Riiiight! 


NOT TAKING NAMES: Marion has a rule decreeing 
that some prisoners sometimes cannot send or receive mail 
that mentions the names of other prisoners. That it is illegal, 
irrational and incapable of consistent enforcement matters 
not. An illustration: A list of 115 political prisoners in U.S. 
prisons published in the 15/JUN Guardian was allowed entry. 
The very next week, The Nuclear Resister was barred for 
listing those imprisoned for anti-nuclear action,. with the 
allegation that entry might somehow threaten their security. 


HAT RULE: Even the piglets are not immune when the 
high hogs get into their rule making wallow. Recently it was 
decreed that the inside swine can no longer wear the baseball 
caps with “USP Marion” emblazoned on them, that have been 
popular among guards for years. Some upper echelon Marion 
prisoncrat with a fat salary and thin work made the scientific 
determination that baseball caps look silly with ties. There- 
fore, since guards sometimes wear clip-on ties, the hats were 
banned for interior use. Why hats and ties might not look silly 
outdoors is unclear. 


CALIFORNIA DREAMIN: A stroll by the captain’s 
office recently revealed that he has at least two Alcatraz 
posters up on the wall. Why is not certain, probably either nos- 
talgia or atavism. If these swine are so enamored of Alcatraz, 
however, why don’t they let prisoners have work and recrea- 
tion and schoool and chow hall? The ones at Alcatraz did.co 


simmer in cells 22 1/2 hours per day. The hot sun beats down 
on the concrete cell blocks and heats their solar mass, so that 
inside temperatures can exceed those outside. The interior 
walls and bars have been warm to the touch, indicating an 
ambient temperature substantially in excess of 98.6 degree 
body heat. Even sitting still in these conditions can produce a 
sweat to which sticks the grit shed by the unsealed concrete- 
cell “furniture” and the dust. 


Thirst cannot be denied. Satisfying it can be a pleasure 
under normal circumstances. But at USP Marion water is 
otained from Crab Orchard Lake, into which leak PCBs and 
other contaminants from a site so polluted as to be high on the 
EPA’s Superfund Toxic Waste Cleanup list. The concentra- 
tion of these carcinogens in the smaller water volume closer to 
the bottom mud in which the wastes settle have resulted in 
continual warnings to local residents not to eat thefish from the 
lake. The town of Marion quit drinking water from the lake 
two years ago. But drink it prisoners must, along with what- 
ever makes the fish inedible. 


The extreme conditions and inability to do anything to 
alleviate them is stressful and raises the level of tension. Even 
food quality deteriorates as greedy speculators drive prices up 
while the prison food budget remains fixed. The administra- 
tion deliberately aggravates it with calculated harrassment, 
such as insistence that prisoners not hang things to dry in the 
cells except on the one hook provided. The result is not only 
heightened physical and psychological distress, the damaging 
effects of which will outlast the heat, but also escalating and 
sometimes violent disruption. Nor are the guards immune. 
Illustrative of the reality are the two fights that occurred on31/ 
May in which one of the guards went well beyond what could 
be considered reasonable force in “arresting” the non-resisting 
prisoners. Also illustrative is the factthat the hole has been 
packed. And the summer has just begun. Yet the moguls of 
Marion sit in their air conditioned offices thinking up more 
idiocies to inflict on prisoners.o 


MARIONETTE EDITOR: Bill Dunne, 
#100916-086, P.O. Box 1000, Marion IL 62959. 
Articles not otherwise attributed were written by 
me. Readers of The Marionette/PNS are free to 
reprint or otherwise use the information pre- 


sented in them—indeed, they are encouraged to 
do so. Donations should be sent to Bulldozer 
Group, P.O. Box 5052, Sta. A, Toronto, Ontario, 
CANADA, which handles reproduction and 
distribution. If you didn’t like the news, go out 
and make some of your own. 


